Iraq Local Elections - Interactive Graphic - NYTimes.com 30/01/09 10:49 PM

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/01/30/world/IRAQ-ELECTIONS-PRIMER .html
January 30, 2009

Electing the Provincial Councils

Iraqis vote for candidates for their local councils, which are similar to state legislatures in the United States. The elections will occur in 14
out of Iraq’s 18 provinces. More than 14,000 candidates are competing for 440 seats across the country.
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The Structure of Iraq's Government
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FEDERAL

LEGISLATIVE

Parliament 275 representatives
A national budget funds
the Governorate Councils

EXECUTIVE
Prime minister and ministers

President and two vice presidents
Have final veto power over legislation

Can settle disputes between
the federal and regional governments

JUDICIARY
Judiciary Council and
Federal Supreme Court

Sources: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, C.I.A. World Factbook, Humanitanian
Coordinator for Iraq (HCI)
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PROVINCIAL

18 LOCAL COUNCILS

Each province elects a local council, which names governors,
imposes taxes and performs local services that federal
ministries may not.

The semi autonomous Kurdistan Regional
Government has authority over the three
Kurdish provinces.
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Smaller bodies within each J
province, Maysan in the example,

select mayors, collect local taxes Maysan’s
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