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January 30, 2009

Electing the Provincial Councils
Iraqis vote for candidates for their local councils, which are similar to state legislatures in the United States. The elections will occur in 14
out of Iraq’s 18 provinces. More than 14,000 candidates are competing for 440 seats across the country.

Kurdish areas
The three Kurdish provinces
are not holding elections.
Neither is ethnically mixed
Kirkuk, where Kurds want to
join the semi autonomous
region, and Arabs want to
keep it under Baghdad’s
control.

Sunni areas
In north and western Iraq,
many Arabs boycotted the
last provincial elections in
2005. Many new local
politicians have entered the
contest, including tribal
leaders who support the
U.S.-backed Awakening
Councils.

Shiite areas
Two Shiite parties, the
Islamic Supreme Council of
Iraq and Prime Minister Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki’s Dawa
Party (reorganized to play
down Shiite roots), are
former partners but will now
compete against each other
and new independent
candidates.

 

The Structure of Iraq's Government
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Sources: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, C.I.A. World Factbook, Humanitanian
Coordinator for Iraq (HCI)


